Pieces of lowa’s Past
LSA This Week:

LEGISLATIVE Amelia Earhart: A Des Moines Connection
SERVICES AGENCY

Serving the Iowa Legislature

February 20, 2019

Pieces of lowa’s Past, published by the lowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative

Session, features historical facts about lowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.

All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the
actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained.

Amelia Earhart: A Des Moines Connection

Amelia Earhart was born in 1897. She lived with
her grandparents in Atchison, Kansas, while her
father, Edwin, worked for the Rock Island Railroad
in Kansas City, Missouri. Edwin, a lawyer, was
transferred to Des Moines, Iowa, in 1907. He
moved his two daughters, Amelia and Muriel, to
Des Moines around 1909.

Edwin was an alcoholic, which caused an unstable
financial situation for his family. It is also possibly
the reason the family moved frequently. Amelia’s
family only lived in Des Moines for a few years,
but they lived in at least five residences during that time.

Des Moines city directories list Edward or “"Edw.” as working for the Chicago,
Rock Island, and Pacific Railway Company (CRI&P Ry Co).

Different sources state that
Amelia moved with her mother
to Illinois in 1914, but there is
not an Edw. or Amy (her
mother) listed in the Des
Moines City Directory after
1912.

The family lived at the following addresses
in Des Moines during the years listed:

1806 Arlington Avenue — 1907
1443 8th — 1908, 1909

1530 8th — 1910
4201 University Avenue — 1911
3002 Cottage Grove — 1912
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According to some sources, Amelia did not attend a public school until she
came to Des Moines. She began in seventh grade at the age of 12. Itis
difficult to say what school or schools she attended before moving to Illinois.

At least two of the Des Moines houses she lived in are still standing.

1443 8th Street (street view)
(From Google Maps) (From Google Maps)

Amelia Mary Earhart (1897-19377), America’s famous aviatrix,
moved to Des Moines in 1908 as a young girl. At age 10 she saw
her first airplane at the Iowa State Fair. She left Des Moines in
1914 and moved to Chicago. In October 1922 Earhart began
participating in record-breaking attempts and set a womens altitude
record of 14,000 feet. She was the first woman to fly across the
Atlantic (June 1928) and made the first solo flight from the Atlantic
to the Pacific Coast (September 1928). Shortly thereafter she
visited several Iowa towns on a series of lecture tours. In 1929 she
formed the now-famous women pilots’ organization, the Ninety-
Nines. In 1932 she was the first woman to successfully make a solo
flight across the Atlantic. In 1935 she made a trans-Pacific flight
from Hawaii to California. On June 1, 1937, she began her
attempt to become the first woman to fly around the world. On
July 2, 1937, her last voice transmission was heard, "KHAQQ)
calling Itasca. (U.S. Coast Guard cutter) We must be on you but
cannot see you... gas is running low...” The fate of Amelia Earhart
has fascinated Americans since she and her navigator, Fred Noonan,
disappeared during that flight. Some believe the two drowned
because their plane ran out of fuel. Others believe they were killed
or captured by the Japanese. But there is no firm evidence to prove
any of the theories.

From the Iowa Department of Transportation website.


https://iowadot.gov/aviation/aviation-in-iowa/iowa-aviation-history
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In the book Historical Highlights of the Iowa State Fair (excerpt below), it
does not mention airplane flights in 1908. However, it does place the Wright
Brothers at the fair in 1911.

The Wright Brothers were under contract for four

airplane flights per day during the 1911 Fair. Church ladies
opened a day nursery in the Women's Rest Cottage so
mothers could thoroughly enjoy the Fair by leaving their
children in good hands. The Baby Health Contest began.
Machinery Hall, the 5.5 ;
acre building now known
as the Varied Industries
Building, was constructed.
J.K. Daniels sculpted the
Fair’s first butter cow,

an ongoing tradition that
would become an lowa
State Fair icon.

The interior of the Varied Industries Building.
{Undated photo.)

Three aviators in the

air at the same time, each with a different kind of machine
(Wright and Curtis biplanes and a Nieuport monoplane), were
promised in 1912. Work on the new $25,000 Horse Barn pro-
gressed rapidly. A new streetcar

entrance was unveiled and bleacher seats erected in front of
the racetrack doubled seating capacity.

Newspaper Features

Amelia Can’t
VISI t He re ! i“";'r:f plans of Miss Earhart willl

Che Bes Moines Register

Saturday, July 7, 1928

Giardnn and Wilmer Stullz, will
gn to RBoston Monday, returning
tn New York Wednesday,

Then for a week the fyers Wil
resi &t Mr. Pulnam's rouniry
|place a1 Rye, N, Y. after which|
|they will depart for Chlcago b
| July 149 The (“hwagn wviall wiil
extend antil July 22. Therealter!
Miss Farhart amd her fellow [ly-

Misa Earhart was inviled 1o
viglt this city by council memhbere
sghortly after she had wecom-
lished the feat that has placed |
er in the limelight of aviation

mot include a visit 1o Des Ml:lnr-!
I‘lllllhl July.” her MmENAEeT,
{ieonrge Palmer Putnam, declared

Until Fall

Miss Amelin Earhart, first wom
an o span the Atlantic by plane
and former Des Moines school
girl, will he wnahle 1o visit “th
nld home tawn™ until her present |
ftinerary = completed, & specia |
digpaich ta The Regisier statod
yeslerday |

in New York vestevrdav, “Bhe ap
|preciatea the jnvitatinn porelved |
from Maver John MacVicar, but
|wlll be weeble o acoept, at Iragt
for eome time,

Mr. Putnam siated that he had
|wired Mavor MacVicar that it was |
(impossibie to make a stopover at
|Then Madnes on Miss Earhart's trip
to Chicago, butl that a visit might
he arranged at some later date,
probably in the Tall.

The former Des Moines girl
wilh her companions on the New-
foundiand to Wales flight, Lou

jere will ga tn Williamsabarg, Pa., |
[Leom_Giordeon's home town,
| “There s almost no likelilood |
nl' lhil itinerary being Interrupi-;
Mr. Putnam said, "““but tl!llll
fr:ur the three after this month are |
in the making.™” |
Mayor MarcViear
night that he had recelved a fet-
tar from Mr. Putnam {mforming|
(him that Miss Earbart may pos-|
sihl¥ he ahle tn visit Dea Moines
{snme time in the fall after the|
summer heat has sabsided

sfatied 1|l|i


https://www.iowastatefair.org/upl/downloads/library/historical-highlights-2016.pdf

Pieces of lowa’s Past
February 20, 2019

4

Des Moines Sunday Aegister

Sunday, January 4, 1942

The Siorg of AMELIA EARHART

Extra! Extraf Read all about
it! Amelia Earhart lands in
lendonderry, North lreland
on solo flight from
merica. =,

In 1928 Amelia Earhart

partici-
ated in a non-stop flight across
?he Atlantic --the first woman to
perform this feat. e was
not satisfied ! In 1932 she set out
to prove that a woman could fly
the Atlantic ALONE!

1_Amella was not sofisfied]

Now | want to make a round-{
world hop on the route near the
equator

On March 17, 1937, her wish came
true. She toock off from Oakland,
California,with Paul Mantz as navigator
and Fredenc I Noonan as co-navigator

7. 1ermem

However, Amella was not _to be
discouraged . On Jume 1, 1937, she
started again from

We've clipped Miami,Florida

the previous
recard by 1 hour,
6¥1 minutes.

This is Miss Farhart’s
second attempt to fly
around the world.

Amelia has
Lae, Mew Gui
Her next stop i
Howland Tsland-=
a 2.556-mile hop!

a.

5 \ guord cutter,

A [tasca, to stand
by to rescue

.., Miss Earhart!
7] et

Amelia Earhart
.and her navigator
have been forced down some-
where in the Pacific Ocean,
near Howland 1siand

The aircraft carner, Lexngton, and
battleship, Colerado, Joined the search. the progress of

the For 3 weeks the entire nation followed
the search. But all the

V'qrcwyt Depariment resources tfailed to
lecate the missing plane.

From that day to this,
there has been no sign
of the plane or flyers.
But the werld wishes
Amelia Earnart —= |

16 no use f Wed
becter call in the




